FOLLOWING GOD’S PATTERN FOR WORSHIPPING HIM

Reconciling Differing Conclusions Regarding Our Observance of the Lord’s Supper 

This will be our last class and we still have a lot to cover.  Here is my plan for covering the remaining points during our allotted 50 minutes of class time:

First 15-20 Minutes:

· Complete last week’s thoughts on I Corinthians 11:17-34 and the relationship between I Corinthians 10 and 11

· Introduce specific points regarding “Coming together to break bread” into the discussion – Acts 20:7, I Corinthians 11:18, 20, 33
Remainder of Class:

· Identify the key points from verses regarding the Lord’s Supper 
· Discuss applications for us today
Here are some thoughts and questions to help prepare for this Sunday’s class:

Relationship between I Corinthians 10 & 11

The diagram below illustrates the points I attempted to make at the end of last week’s class:
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• Theentire letter concerns unity and addresses various issues in that regard

• Unity Issue:  “Me” vs“We”

• These are separate but related issues:

• Related in that they all concern the overall unity issue

• Separatein that they are distinct issues that do not rely upon each other
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Remaining Context Points on I Corinthians 11:17-34
· On what does Paul focus in his concluding statements in 11:33-34? 
Acts 20:7, I Corinthians 11:18, 20, 33 – Coming together to break bread

· These passages provide examples of 1st century Christians observing the Lord’s Supper when they assembled on the first day of the week

· No example of observance outside of the assembly

· No example of observance on any other day

· Based on these verses, for what reason were they “coming together”?

Applications to Us
What are the key points regarding the Lord’s Supper from Acts 20:7, 1 Cor 11:17-34?
· Come together on the 1st Day of the Week to partake the Lord’s Supper

· Ensure we properly wait for our brethren

· Truly remember the Lord’s death  
How well do we do this?

· Sunday morning?

· Sunday evening?
How do these key points apply to taking the Lord’s Supper to shut-ins?

· Whether this should be done or not

· If taken to shut-ins, how should it be done
Do sincere Christians have differences on the ultimate application of these passages regarding our observance of the Lord’s Supper?

What conflicts does this possibly create for some Christians?

· For those who don’t agree with providing the Lord’s Supper for some Christians on Sunday evening?
· For those who believe the Lord’s Supper should be offered on Sunday evening for any Christian wishing to partake?
· How do these conflicts differ from other situations (e.g. taking the Lord’s Supper to shut-ins)?

