Following God’s Pattern for Worshipping Him

Lesson 2 – Did God Provide a Pattern for Worshipping Him?
Why be concerned about God providing a pattern?

· Because of the authority of the scriptures 

· We will be judged according to God’s Word

· We must follow God’s Word to be acceptable to Him

· Therefore, we should respectfully follow any pattern God has established for  His Church and how to worship Him  (Matt 16:16, Col 1:18)

· Learn the lessons from the children of Israel

· Did God provide specific instructions to the children of Israel?

· Did God expect them to follow these instructions or were they just ‘guidelines’, ‘suggestions’, or ‘broad principles’ to follow?  (Deut 4:1-2, 30:15-16)

· Roughly 1,500 years from giving the Law until Christ’s death; did God’s attitude towards the Law change over time? (Isa 1:10-20, Neh 8:1-3, Mal 4:1-4, Matt 8:4)

· Lots of cultural changes during this time but no change from God regarding His expectations on following His Word

· Should we assume God’s expectations are any different today?

· Is it possible for God to change His law?

· What proofs are provided when God changes His law? (Ex 20:18-19, Mark 16:20, John 3:2)

· Many people today want to believe that God’s law has changed since the first century

· Has God provided any proofs like He has in the past to show that He has changed His law?

· If there is no indication that God has changed His law, is there any reason to think God does not expect us to adhere to it?

· How can we determine if there is a pattern?

· Search the New Testament, follow the example of the NT church

· Is there any other source? (Think back to lesson 1)

· If we go outside of His word, are we respecting God’s authority?  

· Should we expect God’s word to change over time or remain constant?

