Studies in the Book of Revelation

Lesson 10: The Bowls of Wrath (15:1-16:21)
Review of Chapters 13 and 14

 In our previous lesson we learned of the two powerful allies that the great dragon (Satan) would use as he wages war with the saints (cf. 12:13, 17). We concluded that the sea beast of chapter 13 is most likely the Roman Empire and that the earth beast most likely represented a false religious power, or most specifically, the Roman religious cult of Emperor worship. The earth beast causes those of the earth to worship the sea beast and requires that all men must receive a mark of the beast in order to buy and sell (cf. 13:12, 16-17).
 In chapter 14 we find scenes that remind readers that despite Satan’s efforts, victory in Christ is assured for God’s people and His righteous judgment will come upon the wicked.  First, we see 144,000 saints with Christ before the throne. These are surely those who were sealed in chapter seven. They had been faithful to the Lord and are the “firstfruits to God and to the Lamb” (14:4). 
 John goes on to describe the cry of three angels.  The first has the gospel to preach to those who are on earth and pleads with men to “Fear God and give Him glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth” (14:6-7). A second angel declares that “Babylon is fallen”. She is described as a great city which has made all nations to drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication (14:8).  A third angel declares that all who worship the beast and receive his mark shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God.
 Following a comforting statement about the blessedness of those who die in the Lord (14:13), readers are shown a picture of the Son of Man thrusting in His sickle to reap the wicked and throw them into the great winepress of the wrath of God (14:14-20).
The Bowls of Wrath

 It is in Revelation 15 and 16  where we find the pouring out of  the seven bowls of wrath. Prior to the bowls being poured out we see the victorious people of God standing upon the sea of glass and hear them singing the song of triumph.  This would give assurance to the saints to whom John was writing of their own victory.  We have seen God’s judgment of the wicked introduced at the end of chapter 14 where the image of a gathering of grapes to be put into the winepress of God’s wrath is described.  We believe Hailey is correct in pointing out that judgment is pictured again to impress us with its intensity.  He says,  “The present vision also reveals the finality of judgment upon the forces of evil and God’s complete use of all His weapons in the administration of justice. There can be no more complete judgment until the final judgment, which is not introduced until chapter 20. Rather than pertaining to the end of time or to events just prior to the end, the scene in this chapter (16, ra) deals with God’s judgment against the dragon, the beast, the earth beast, and their associates. Such judgments may be repeated at intervals throughout history” (Hailey, p. 325).
(2)
  As one reads chapter 16 one cannot help but see the great similarity with events and language from the book of Exodus and the reference to Sodom from Genesis.  G.B. Caird in his commentary on Revelations says, “Accordingly we have here a more complete and systematic use of Exodus typology than in any other part of John’s book: the plagues, the crossing of the sea, the engulfing of the pursuers, the song of Moses, the giving of the law amid the smoke of Sinai, and the erection of the Tent of Testimony – all these have their place in the vision; and, because the great city is figuratively Sodom as well as Egypt, the fire that fell on Sodom is added to the picture” (p. 197).
  No doubt, it is the calling of the kings of the earth to the battle of Armageddon (or Har-Magedon, which is literally in Hebrew, “Mount Megiddo”) that piques the interest of most readers. Jenkins makes these points about this place:   “No such place is named in the Old Testament, but the figure likely is based on Meggido and its famous battlefield. Meggido overlooked the plain of Esdraelon, strategically located in north central Palestine on the main trunk road between Egypt and Mesopotamia.”   He goes on and makes reference to a large number of significant battles which were fought there including well-known characters like Joshua, Deborah and Josiah.  He then adds, “Thus, Megiddo became a symbol of decisive battle.”  The battle will be seen in more detail in 19:11-21.
  While the fall of Babylon will be given great attention in chapters 17-18, we see with the pouring out of the seventh bowl (16:17f) that she must drink of the wine of the fierceness of God’s wrath (16:19).

Questions

1. What might be the meaning in 15:1 when it says of the 7 angels having the 7 last plagues, “for in them the wrath of God is complete”?

2. Who is pictured in 15:2 just prior to the angels coming forth and what are they doing?

3. Who are those who are given blood to drink (15:6) and what could thus be said of God’s actions?

4. What is  sadly said of men who suffered the judgments of the fourth and fifth bowls (16:8-11)?

5. What was the result of the drying up of the Euphrates River (16:12)?

6. What did the unclean spirits call men to do (16:13-16)?

7. What did men do as a result of the plague of hail in 16:21?

