October 30, 2011

Proverbs: Success According to God
Living “A Wonderful Life”

Frank Capra’s “It’s A Wonderful Life” is my favorite movie of all time.  It tells the story of George Bailey, a talented young man with ambition to leave his “crummy little town” of Bedford Falls, travel the world and accomplish big things.   George’s little brother becomes a war hero--his best friend goes off to make a fortune in plastics--but George never leaves his hometown.  He foregoes college and stays home to run the family business: a “penny-ante Building & Loan” that helps poor families build modest houses.  He marries a local girl, and is raising four kids in a drafty old house.  By worldly standards, George missed out on the “success” he desired.  In a moment of personal crisis, George even contemplates suicide.  In answer to George’s prayer for help, God sends an angel to show George that he is actually living a wonderful life, blessing everyone around him in irreplaceable ways.

The message of “It’s A Wonderful Life” is powerful because it echoes the same Godly wisdom revealed for us in the Proverbs: that true success does not belong to the movers and the shakers, but to humble people living “a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way” (I Timothy 2:2), and to those who “aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands…”  (I Thess. 4:11).  More specifically, the movie reflects God’s Proverbial wisdom by extolling the value of:

(1) Simplicity:
Proverbs 12:9

Proverbs 13:7

Proverbs 17:1


Proverbs 15:17

(2) Generosity:
Proverbs 14:21

Proverbs 19:17

Proverbs 28:27

Eccl. 11:1

(3) Friendship:
Proverbs 17:17

Proverbs 27:10

Proverbs 18:24

Proverbs 27:17

(4) Devotion to Family/Children:
Proverbs 15:20

Proverbs 11:29(a)

Proverbs 22:6

Proverbs 17:6

(5) A Good Name:
Proverbs 19:1

Proverbs 22:1

Proverbs 10:7

