Studies in the Book of Revelation

Lesson 9: The two beasts and righteous judgment (13:1-14:20) 
Chapters 12-13
 It has been suggested that the structure of the book of Revelation is one of “recapitulation”, that is, as one proceeds through the book, there is a repeating of the basic story,  repeating over again the account of the great conflict and  it’s outcome, but providing more information and giving a somewhat different perspective of the story.  This is what we find as we examine the second half of the book (chapters 12-22).
  In chapter 12 we saw that a woman is described who is glorious in appearance who bears a male Child. A terrible dragon sought to destroy the Child, but He was caught up to God and His throne. We know that the dragon represents Satan (12:9), and it seems very clear that the male Child is Jesus. The woman seems to represent a faithful remnant of God’s people who will eventually be recognized as the church. The war in heaven (12:7-10) seems to have reference to Christ’s victory in the cross and His resurrection which meant that Satan could no longer stand as the accuser of God’s people (12:10-11). In his great anger the dragon sought to  persecute the woman (the church –12:13). 

  Homer Hailey has made the following comments about the importance of chapters 12 and 13:

      Failing in his effort to destroy the man child and the woman, the dragon was cast down to the

      earth where he rallies two allies through which he seeks to defeat and destroy God’s purpose,

      people, and rule.  These two helpers of Satan are revealed in this chapter: [i.e. chapter 13,ra] a

      wild beast from the sea, and another out of the earth. Chapters twelve and thirteen provide the

      key to an understanding of part two (chapters 12—22), and a careful interpretation here is of

      utmost importance to an overall understanding of the book.

   This teacher favors the opinion of most conservative expositors in identifying the beasts of chapter 13.  The sea beast certainly seems to represent the political power of the Roman Empire and was first introduced in 11:7. As Hailey says, “It epitomized the sum of all the world’s political opposition to God and righteousness for all time” (p. 299).   The earth beast seems to represent a false religious power, or most specifically, the Roman religious cult of Emperor worship. 
1. What was the  sea beast guilty of doing in 13:5-6?

What was he allowed to do (13:7)?  

Who would worship him (13:8)?

2. What do you think is intended by the words in 13:10 and do you think this is a significant point in the book’s content?

3. What did the beast from the land cause men to do (13:12)?      What was he able to do in 13:13-14?

4. What was he able to require of all men (13:15-17)?    What was the penalty for those resisting this edict?

 Although some have seen a number of possibilities in the number of the beast in 13:18 (some may be interested in comments made about Gematria by Harkrider, Jenkins and others), yet it seems more likely that even as the number 7 throughout the book represents idea of perfection or completeness, the number 6 would represent the idea of imperfection and that which is human and destined to fail. Hailey says, “..to the Jews the number six was an omen or symbol of dread and doom, so when it is tripled, 666, it represented the completeness of doom and failure” (p. 299).
Righteous Judgment

   As one turns to chapter 14 the reader goes from the scene of terrible oppression by the beasts who serve the dragon to a scene in which we find the saints of God pictured with the Lamb and singing a song of triumph!   The gospel of salvation is preached to mankind and the announcement is made that
“Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication” (14:8).  Righteous judgment is described as one like the Son of Man thrusts in His sickle upon the earth.  The song “Battle Hymn of the Republic” looks to this passage for its powerful imagery.
5. Who was the gospel preached to in 14:6 and what were men urged to do (14:7)?

6. Whose fall is announced and what had that this character been guilty of (14:8)?  Who will drink of the wine of the wrath of God (14:9-11)?  
7. What is the patience of the saints (14:12-13)?   What assurance do Christians have as they seek to remain faithful?
8. What is suggested by the grapes being fully ripe (14:18) and the amount of blood (14:20)?
