   The Book of Hebrews

     Lesson 12—May 22, 2011

    Hebrews  12:1-29
Review and Introduction
  The Hebrew writer has been appealing to Jewish Christians not to abandon their faith in Jesus Christ and forfeit the great hope God has promised them.  He has shown that Jesus was not simply a teacher who was put to death by the Romans, but the Son of God whose blood was given as a perfect sacrifice for the remission of  sins. It was important for these readers to understand that the great offering given by our perfect High Priest will only benefit  those who would obey Him through faith and persevere to the end.
  Because these readers had need of “endurance” (10:35-36), and an unflinching trust, the author in chapter 11  has spoken to the need for a deep, abiding faith, and held up the example of countless individuals who did great things and overcame incredible obstacles in order to remain true to God.   He then takes the thought of these extraordinary individuals and moves to the vision of a stadium, where they as spectators are urging on  Christians who are competing to  triumphantly finish the most important of all races.  
   The author uses striking imagery in chapter 12 in trying to encourage these saints to steadfastness but even the powerful language does not do justice to the reality of the truths which the Spirit addresses.  Christians have been greatly blessed in Christ and they should recognize the transcendent nature of what they have been called to, but they also need to be aware of the sober and reverent response that is required to our great God who speaks to us from heaven.
Hebrews 12:1-29
1. What things did these Christians need to lay aside in order to run with endurance the race set before them?  How critical is this to Christians in other generations and why?
2. What enabled Jesus to remain steadfast in facing the cross?   How does the writer use His example in his appeal to his readers?

(2)
3. What exhortation had they seem to have forgotten (12:5f)?   What does “chastening” say about the Lord’s feelings for Christians?  
4. What does the word “chastening” seem to imply in English today?    Do you feel that is consistent with the idea of the instructing and training of a child as in Ephesians 6:4?  (The same Greek word is found in this text.) What must one be careful not to do in regard to various sufferings or difficulties one may face in life?  Do you feel the ideas in James 1:2,3 and 1 Peter 1:6,7 are helpful in considering this text?
5. What must these saints pursue according to 12:14 and what are the consequences of not doing so?  What is involved in pursuing these two things?  What made Esau a profane person?

6. How should we judge what is intended by the imagery of 12:18-21 as we see the reaction of first the people and then Moses (12:19,21)?  
7.  The author throughout the book has drawn a contrast or comparison between Judaism and Christianity, always showing that what we have in Christ is far superior to that given to Israel. What do you see the author is trying to do in 12:22-24?   
8. Although the words in verses 22-24 should have carried great encouragement, what must also be understood in being brought in to this vastly superior relationship?  What do you think is meant in 12:26-27?   How are we to serve God and with what recognition (12:28-29)?     
