Esther Class: Lesson 8






             May 18, 2011
Esther Chapters 7 & 8
Plot Summary:  The king and Haman attend another banquet with Esther.  She reveals her petition, naming Haman as the enemy of her people.  While the king rages, Haman pleads with Esther for mercy, but ends up in a compromising position that leads to his downfall.  Haman is hanged on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai.  Xerxes grants Haman’s estate to Esther, and promotes Mordecai to Haman’s role.  Esther beseeches the king to abolish Haman’s edict against the Jews.  The king authorizes Mordecai to send letters in the king’s name to all the Jews in the kingdom, commanding them to resist their enemies on the appointed day.  These measures caused great joy among the Jews throughout the kingdom.
Discussion Questions

1. What do Haman’s wife and his advisors counsel him about his struggle with Mordecai, at the end of chapter 6?  How might they have arrived at this conclusion?  Was their conclusion valid?  (see Genesis 12:2-3)
2. What is the setting at the beginning of chapter 7?  What does the king ask Esther?
3. What was Esther’s request, and why did she make it?  Why do you think she waited until the king’s third offer before making her request?
4. What questions did the king ask?  What answers did Esther give?  Do you think Esther’s request was what the king was expecting?
5. What did the king do after he heard Esther’s request?  What did Haman do in the meanwhile?

6. How does Haman respond to his reversal of fortune in chapters 6 & 7?  How can we prepare to respond properly when faced with adversity?
7. What was Haman’s fate in v. 9-10?  How was this ironic?  How does it illustrate Proverbs 26:27?
8. How do the events of chapters 6 & 7 illustrate Job 12:9-17?  What does this reveal about God’s involvement in the world?
9. What does the king give to Esther and Mordecai in v. 1-2 of chapter 8?  How had the king’s attitude towards his wife changed, compared to chapter 1?  What caused this change?  (see Proverbs 21:1-2)
10. Why were the Jews still in danger?  How does the king reward Mordecai?  What does Mordecai then do?
11. How do the people react?  Compare 3:15 with 8:15 and 4:3 with 8:16-17.  How do the other people react to the Jews?
