   The Book of Hebrews

     Lesson 7—April 17, 2011

    Hebrews  7:1-28
Review and Introduction
 The author of  the book of Hebrews began a discussion of the high priesthood of Jesus Christ in chapter four but he interrupted his discourse in order to deliver words of  stern admonishment because his readers were “dull of hearing”  and were spiritually immature (5:11f).  And yet the writer goes on to express a confidence that the brethren could press through these failings and reminds them of the sure promises God has made to His faithful people (6:9-20).  In his closing words in that section he ties together the certainty of the Christian’s hope to the Lord’s special work within the “inner sanctuary” (6:19 NIV). 
  In order for Jesus to serve as a perfect High Priest, He had to meet certain qualifications. He had to have the ability to represent man as one who was able to sympathize with their weaknesses (4:15; 5:1-2, 2:17-18), and He had to be called or appointed by God to this office (5:4-6). The writer affirms that by the incarnation Jesus was able to experience all of the temptations which men face and  the Psalmist clearly told of the Father’s appointment of Him.  
 There are only two short references in the Old Testament to Melchizedek but they were very sufficient for  the writer to build a sound argument about the greatness of his priesthood.  Very central to the writer’s discussion is to compare this priesthood to that given under the law to the house of Aaron.  This part of the writer’s discussion would serve as a perfect platform to discuss the limitations of the law and how that the appointment of Jesus has become a “surety [guarantee] of a better covenant” (7:22).  The greatness of this new covenant and its High Priest will be reflected in the superior and all-sufficient sacrifice which He will offer (7:26-27).
Hebrews 7:1-28
1. What offices did Melchizedek occupy (7:2)?  Do you think that the description of him in 7:3 is meant to be taken literally and if not what would be the writer’s point?

2. Why could the author assert Melchizedek’s greatness (7:4)?  What does the writer say was suggested in this action (7:5-10)?

(2)
3. What could be reasonably concluded in 7:11?  But what then must also be true (7:12)?  Why is this point very important if we are correct about who the recipients were?

4. Why could Jesus have not served as a priest under the old covenant?   What does this argue about instances where God specifies what He desires?
5. What is the great foundation upon which the priesthood of Christ is based (7:16)?  What two things are thus understood by the bringing in of this priesthood (7:18-19)?
6. What does God’s pronouncement of an oath add to the special nature of this priesthood (7:20f)?  What other difference is clear about this priesthood in contrast to the Levitical priests (7:23-24)?    What grand blessing does this enable (7:25)?
7. How is verse 26 connected to verse 27?   What did this special priest offer up?  What is confirmed about this One whom the Lord appointed (7:28)?
