   The Book of Hebrews

     Lesson 3–March 20, 2011 

    Hebrews 3:1-19

Review and Introduction
  We have noted that the book of Hebrews is primarily a strong appeal made to Jewish Christians to remain steadfast in their trust in Christ. These were brethren who had endured a great struggle with sufferings and had been made “a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations” (cf. 10:32-33).  Despite the past evidence of conviction, a great majority of them were evidently on the threshold of becoming unduly wearied and discouraged in their battle with sin and the tribulations they were facing (12:3-4). In addition  these saints had not grown spiritually as they should have and had ears that were dull of hearing (Hebrews 5:11f). The author’s grave concern is evident in the sobering warnings he gives about the consequences of apostasy.
  As we indicated in our introduction, the writer’s method in making this appeal was to carefully craft an explanation of the Son’s great work that showed that Christianity is the perfect and final covenant God makes with man. It is far superior to the covenant God made with Israel through Moses and we shall see that Jesus is far superior to Moses. 
  The practical exhortations of the letter begin in chapter 3 with the writer making use of the example(s) of the failed faith of ancient Israel to illustrate what takes place when believers turn back in their walk with God.  These pointed words of exhortation are a good example of how clear brethren should be in appealing to those who seem to be facing a crisis of faith.
Hebrews 3:1-19
1. We have said that the book of Hebrews is a wonderful discourse on the person and work of Jesus Christ, and it contains many comparisons for the recipients to consider.  The opening words of chapter three seem to be both a conclusion to the thoughts leading up to it as well as drawing the reader’s attention to another important comparison.

What does the word “apostle” mean and why is that term appropriate in view of the discussion in 2:5-18?

How many times is Jesus referred to as a high priest outside of the book of Hebrews? How essential is this description of Jesus to the book’s content?

(2)
2. What regard did the Jews of the first century have for Moses (give a passage if possible)?

3. What comparison does Peter call to mind of Jesus and Moses in Acts 3:22-23?  What was Peter’s point in that sermon and what is the reason for the Hebrew writer’s comparison in 3:2-6?

What do you see as the work that Jesus was faithful in according to 3:2?

Why would we expect the one who built a house to have more honor than the house itself?

What position did Moses sustain to the house (or household)?  How does that compare with the position of Jesus?
What demonstrates that we are Christ’s house?

4. How does the quotation in 3:7-11 relate to what the writer has said in the previous verses?

What conclusions from the Psalm can we reach about that generation?  What consequence fell upon them as a result?

5. What peril were the recipients of this book facing (3:12-13)?  How could they escape this peril?

6. What were the Israelites who came out of Egypt not allowed to do because of their unbelief (3:11)?   Do you see any significance in the writer pointing out that those who rebelled had “heard” (3:16) and perhaps the thoughts in 2:1 and 12:25?  What is the clear conclusion in 3:19?
