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March 30, 2011
Esther Chapter 3
Plot Summary:  Although Xerxes honors Haman by elevating him above all the other officials, Mordecai refuses to kneel to him or to pay him honor.  This infuriates Haman, who seeks to have Mordecai and his fellow Jews annihilated.  Haman approaches Xerxes for an official sanction for the scheme, and offers to personally finance a portion of the cost.  The edict is published across the empire, and Xerxes and Haman celebrate their plan even as the city of Susa is bewildered.
Discussion Questions

1. How might the honors given to Haman have affected him?  (see Proverbs 19:4; Jude 16) 
2. How did Mordecai respond to the decree concerning Haman?  Why?
3. What do the king’s servants ask Mordecai?  What did they tell Haman?  What was their motivation?

4. What was Haman’s ancestry?  Could this have motivated his extreme reaction against Mordecai and the whole Jewish nation?  (see Exodus 17:16; Deut. 25:17; 1 Samuel 15)
5. How did Haman decide the timing for his plot?  What is significant about the timing of the casting of the pur?  (see Exodus 12:1-11)  What might be foreshadowed?
6. How does Haman present his offer to the king?  Is the appeal similar to the advice given by the king’s advisors in chapters 1 and 2?
7. How does the king respond to Haman’s offer?  What lessons can we draw from this example about how to evaluate our advisors and the advice we receive?

8. What was the significance of the king giving Haman his signet ring?

9. How far in advance was the announcement of the Jews’ destruction?

10. What do Xerxes and Haman do once the edict is issued?  What is the reaction of the city of Susa?  Why do you think they reacted this way?
11. What are some examples from the Bible of the government persecuting people for their faith?  What lessons can we learn from their examples?
