Paul’s Epistle to the Romans
                Lesson 21 Addendum
As we have hinted at in our previous discussion on Romans 14,  some have sadly misused this passage to defend the idea that brethren are commanded to be accepting of  other Christians despite nearly anything  those brethren may practice either morally or doctrinally.   Some of those taking this position have placed the broadest meaning possible on verses such as 14:3 and 14:13 without consideration for what is said in other places by the apostles or even the context of this letter.  

Faithful students of scripture realize that God has communicated His truth through His Son and that truth was then preached or taught by the apostles and holy prophets (John 12:44-50; Hebrews 1:2; 2:1-4). The scriptures reveal that the Holy Spirit was to guide the apostles into all truth (John 14:26; 16:13), and they were then to proclaim these truths to those who believed in Jesus (Matthew 28:18-20).
Acceptance and obedience to the truth is clearly taught in a number of passages such as: Matthew 7:21;  John 8:31-32;  and John 14:21, 23-24.  The early church understood the role of the apostles as witnesses and inspired teachers and accepted their words as the spiritual standard for knowing and serving God (Acts 2:42).  We also see that brethren in different place were taught the same truths, even as they were admonished to speak the same things (1 Corinthians 4:17; 1:10f).  The things written by the apostles could be understood (Ephesians 3:1-5) and religious teachers were forbidden from teaching any other doctrine (1 Timothy 1:3). We remember that the churches of Galatia were soundly rebuked for their departure from the true gospel (Galatians 1:6-9), and, of course, we know there are a host of additional thoughts and passages which further support and explain the importance of brethren obeying the truths which have been revealed.  
What a strange conflict we would find if brethren would then insist that Paul is teaching in Romans 14 that Christians  are to accept one another despite ANY of their disagreements.   How could we hope to discern passages like 1 Corinthians 5:11-12, 2 John 9-10 and Titus 3:10,11 if their thinking is correct?
Instead, we should see that within the context of Romans 14 that Paul is particularly addressing the thought that brethren had differing convictions about  the “eating of meats” (14:2-3,15, etc. ), “observing days”       (14:5-6 ),  and “drinking wine” (14:21 ).  It seems that Paul is addressing what some have referred to as  “matters of indifference” (i.e. Paul points out that one is neither better spiritually for having eaten or abstained from eating—the matter is of no consequence –as long as each is convinced in his own mind.  (Cf.  1 Corinthians 8:8; 10:23). 
We have discussed that Paul’s purpose was to reprove brethren who were not showing a proper love for their brethren who disagreed on these matters and were instead, “despising, judging, showing contempt, creating a circumstance where the brother might stumble or lose his faith (be destroyed)”.  In regard to these matters Paul reminds them that God will ultimately judge each of us and that it should be a Christian’s goal to do only those things that would “edify” one another. Thus the apostle appeals to them to “receive one another” (15:7) and “pursue the things that make for peace” (14:19).  We also noted that in these  particular examples Paul only deals with matters which one might do individually or apart from the actions of the local congregation.
But the question we further posed is  “Do we see principles which would be useful for us to keep in mind regarding other differences of opinion, even in matters where there is evident disagreement about some moral or doctrinal issues?”
Although we believe whole-heartedly that God has spoken all truth in a manner which is understandable there are some matters where we must admit that brethren have reached a difference of opinion about whether certain practices are right or wrong.  We could spend some time talking about what factors might cause continued disagreement such as: previous background,  point of spiritual development,  ineffective teaching or lack of tools to help clarify an issue, etc.    However, because of lack of time,  I would simply like to present a brief points for consideration.
Some moral issues seem to be cloudy to some Christians whereas other Christians have made a firm decision about their position on those matters.  I hope that none would suppose that we are implying that there could be a possible disagreement in what constitutes adultery, theft, lying, evil speaking, etc.  The matters I am thinking of are for the most part in areas of judgment about whether our behavior reflects our intention to “deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, (and we would thus strive to)  live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age” (Titus 2:12).
    Example for consideration:
        --Scriptures teach that women are to dress themselves “in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation” (1 Timothy 2:9, NKJV) and demonstrate, “chaste conduct…” (1 Peter 3:2; NKJV).  A Christian should also add thoughts about influence,  abstaining from every appearance of evil, causing others to stumble, etc. in trying to reach a decision about what clothing God would want women to wear,  BUT the fact is there is no discernable standard that we could expect all mature Christians to agree on (even though we would surely be close enough in agreement to say that certain fashions obviously cross the line.)
       Should a Christian (in consideration of the principles in Romans 14) decide not to  “receive another” who has arrived at a slightly different standard in conscientiously trying to apply 1 Timothy 2 and 1 Peter 3. This teacher believes this is not a matter of “indifference” per se, but yet one where the principles taught in Romans 14 are helpful to us.  And I believe that most thoughtful Christians could easily come up with dozens of possible scenarios where Christians have reached  differing conclusions (in what surely seems  areas of moral judgment) and yet have striven to show the spirit that Paul is referring to in Romans 14.  (Please remember the caveat we alluded to in the third paragraph on this page.)
Are there some “doctrinal” issues where we might apply these principles?

 Conscientious Christians have also found themselves in disagreement on matters that involve our worship or work together and have had to decide whether to “receive” or “not receive” others because of their personal beliefs or practices.   Although there are actually a vast number of these potential disagreements, a couple, no doubt quickly come to mind.   Should women wear a covering as taught in 1 Corinthians 11?  and matters regarding a second serving of the Lord’s Supper.    

This teacher is personally thankful that brethren in most places that he is aware of have allowed the personal conviction of each individual saint to decide what they will do in these matters. I will admit that I personally believe that sound arguments can be made for both sides in these practices even though I have arrived at a conclusion which I follow in practice.   Since circumstances seem to easily allow each individual to do what they feel is consistent with the teaching of scripture, these matters do not generally create problems in congregations that we would be familiar with.
However, should an individual or group of individuals begin to press hard that their personal conviction become the standard for all of the members of the local church then we have potential problems and the likelihood of the kinds of attitudes and problems which Paul speaks about in Romans 14 (despising others, etc.).  If a brother or group of brethren feel that a congregation’s present practice in some area is contrary to scripture then in love, and with a spirit of meekness they should approach the eldership to discuss their concern.  If after discussing their concern a decision is made to continue to practice something that this brother or group of brethren feel is clearly unscriptural then it is possible he (they) will have to look for another group of saints to work with.  One would caution brethren to realize the kind of patience and long-suffering which Paul surely showed towards brethren and which has thankfully been illustrated in many places over the years.
Elderships have a keen responsibility to show wise leadership in helping a group to navigate around these potential problem spots even encouraging the brethren to show a patience and willingness to try and work through areas of disagreement.
