Paul’s Epistle to the Romans
           Lesson 21: 14:1—23; 15:1-6
  [As one begins to consider this section of verses, it would be good to  slowly and carefully read and consider all of the context at least a couple of times and the closely related passages in  1 Corinthians 8:1-13 and 1 Corinthians 10:14-33.  We will not be able to cover all of this material in one lesson but feel it is important to take note of the entire context in preparation for discussing it.]

   In the last half of Romans 13 we have two  admonitions regarding the Christian’s new life.  The first is well summed up in verse 10 as the apostle declares, “Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.”   This important truth has been partially touched on in chapter 12 and will be central to Paul’s words in chapter 14.   Paul,  then seems to move his listeners closer to the important exhortations of our text in this lesson by urging them to recognize there is no time for delay or inattentiveness:  “..our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand” (13:11-12).   He implies that,  “walking…properly, as in the day”  will involve spiritual discipline of every kind but must begin by  “put (ting)... on the Lord Jesus Christ,  and  make (ing) no provisions for the flesh,  to fulfill its lusts” (13:14).  With such a spirit brethren will avoid the “strife and envy”  which carnal men are so easily caught up in (cf. 13:13d).

   In Romans 14 Paul admonishes these saints  not to condemn other brethren because of different opinions (or personal judgments) about whether certain practices are right or wrong before God.  The differences which Paul refers to are: 1) eating of meats,  2) observing special days to the Lord (i.e., as the Sabbath), and 3) drinking of wine.  It seems in keeping with Paul’s many references to Jews and Gentiles that the apostle was thinking primarily of their differences in backgrounds and (as a result) the different opinions and biases they brought with them to their current status as Christians.  These words have been misapplied by some in the religious world to mean that we should not make any judgments about the truth of doctrines or practices among those who claim to be Christians. Such a conclusion is  obviously not consistent with the matters which Paul uses as examples in this chapter nor other clear teaching found in the N.T. such as  Galatians 1:6-8 and 2 John 9. 

    Although there is a temptation to examine Romans 14 based on controversies which have swirled around that text (even as recently as the last decade),  our objective in this class will be to try and see the specific circumstances Paul seems to be addressing  and  then ask what particular applications we might make in our association with other Christians in a local fellowship.
14:1-13: NKJV
1 Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. 2 For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. 3 Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. 4 Who are you to judge another's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. 

5 One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. 
9 For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.   11 For it is written: "As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God."  12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother's way. 

NIV

14:1 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. 2 One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. 4 Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
5 One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 

9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. 10 You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat. 11 It is written:  "'As surely as I live,' says the Lord,  'every knee will bow before me;  every tongue will confess to God.'"   12 So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.   13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way.
1)In consideration of the context (note vs. 2) do you suppose that the weakness of faith in 14:1 is faith in Jesus Christ or  a “faith” (personal confidence) to do certain things (such as “eating of meats”)?   What do you see as the meaning of Paul’s initial appeal in verse 1?
2)How  would one “despise” or “judge” another who disagreed with him on what one should feel they can morally do in regard to diet?   Who is the judge in whether or not a man is doing what is right?  What other issue does Paul refer to in vs. 5?   What must be true of each individual’s actions according to this verse?   Does that necessarily mean that if that one is “fully convinced”  that God accepts that practice, no matter what it might be?

3) Do you think that verses 7 and 8 are referring to our giving thought to our relationship with other Christians or the fact that all of our actions are done with our relationship to God in mind?  Do you think that Paul’s words in 14:4, 10 and 13 imply that there was a problem at Rome in this area?

The text: 14:14—15:6   NKJV
14 I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 15 Yet if your brother is grieved because of your food, you are no longer walking in love. Do not destroy with your food the one for whom Christ died. 16 Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil; 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men. 

19 Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify another. 20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All things indeed are pure, but it is evil for the man who eats with offense. 21 It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak.   22 Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. 23 But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin. 
 15:1 We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. 3 For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me."   4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 5 Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, 6 that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
NIV

14 As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for him it is unclean. 15 If your brother is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died. 16 Do not allow what you consider good to be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men. 

19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. 20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat anything that causes someone else to stumble. 21 It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your brother to fall. 

22 So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself by what he approves. 23 But the man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin. 
15:1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 2 Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3 For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: "The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me."   4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Paul points out in this section that brethren must not encourage another to violate their conscience in these matters which were indifferent to one’s faithfulness to God and the truth.  Whether one should feel free to eat meat or conversely felt he should only eat vegetables was not regulated by what God had revealed through Jesus Christ (although some may have felt their position was more in harmony with revealed truth—cf. 1 Corinthians 8:4f and 10:24f). A crucial consideration was whether one’s practice might cause another to stumble (in this case, feel emboldened to behave contrary to what they personally believed to be right).

4) What does Paul mean by saying “there is nothing unclean of itself” (14:14)?  What, in these matters, determines whether a thing is “unclean”?  How is it possible that a Christian could destroy another by what he eats (14:15)?  What seems to be the meaning of the expression “your good” in 14:15?

5)Can you think of some modern applications of things we might do that would offend the conscience of the weak?   What do you see as the meaning of this idea of “offending”  another?    Does this mean that all of our actions must constantly be dictated by the those who have conscientious objections?   Are there any similar exhortations to the “weak” (14:3)?     

6)When can we sin by doing something that in itself is not wrong (14:23)?  What is the standard we are to use in determining what we should practice in consideration of others (15:1-3)?  

