Paul’s Epistle to the Romans
               Lesson 19: 12:14—21
In  Romans 12 Paul  appeals  to Christians to show their understanding and appreciation of God’s mercies by presenting their body as a living sacrifice unto the Lord, and not being  conformed to this world but rather being transformed by the renewing of their minds.  The content that follows in 12:3—15:13 seems to be a discussion of what should be true of this new life.  Much of the material in this section will be about the interaction of Christians with other saints, with, no doubt , some special emphasis on the challenges that would have been faced by the Jews and Gentiles.  
The struggles being faced by brethren today, nearly 2,000 years later, have not changed significantly from those faced in the first century. Paul’s appeal to those early saints is still the appeal which Christians should hear being made to them from Scripture.
The text: NKJV
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 
17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 20 Therefore  "If your enemy is hungry, feed him;  If he is thirsty, give him a drink;  For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head."   21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

NIV

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 20 On the contrary:    “If your enemy is hungry, feed him;  if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.   In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."   21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
1. What do you think it means to bless someone who curses you?    Does it means that people who sin against another do not need to be reproved or corrected?

2.  What do you think is the secret to being able to “Rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep?”   Is one harder than the other and if so, why?
3. Compare the readings above from the NKJV and NIV in  verse 16.  Why is it sometimes naturally hard for Christians to relate with other Christians?  What is the tendency of most individuals in regard to their own  particular experiences and viewpoints?   Do you think that  Paul was directing these admonitions to a specific group (rich, poor, Jew, Gentile, etc. )  or pretty much to all?
4. Why is treatment of our enemies, or those who would do us harm, so important to our new character?  What is the Christian to do in response to the evil others do to us?    What did Jesus say about the treatment of enemies in Matthew 5?    

5. Who are the kinds of individuals that  David is speaking of in Psalm 5:4-10  and Psalm 7:3-16?   Do you feel that David’s words are consistent with Paul’s thoughts?  
6. What do you think is meant by, “as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone” (v. 18)?

7. What do you see as the meaning of heaping burning coals on another’s head (v. 20)?   What actions on our part would unfortunately show we have been overcome by evil?  
