Paul’s Epistle to the Romans
                 Lesson 18: 12:1--13
One would certainly be accurate to say that the first eleven chapters of the book of Romans have declared the merciful nature of God.  All men found themselves under the just condemnation of their sins and yet a God of infinite love and grace has provided the atoning sacrifice of His own Son to provide man with the forgiveness and hope which he had no means of obtaining on his own.  In chapters 10 and 11 the apostle has declared that God had found a way (which would have been incomprehensible to men) to advance His message of salvation to all men, in order that He “might have mercy on all” (cf. 11:31-32).
 Paul’s opening appeals to the brethren in Romans 12 are built upon their acknowledgment of the magnificence of God’s mercy: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God…” (12:1).  The material found in 12:1—15:13 all seems to be part of Paul’s practical urging of the brethren to live a life that demonstrates their deep gratitude and the genuine nature of their faith and desire to live “according to the Spirit” (8:5).  Much of the emphasis, we will see, is centered on their interaction and attitudes towards other Christians and it seems obvious that the apostle especially has in mind  the challenges of Jews and Gentiles coming together in the body of Christ.  
The text—NKJV

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. 
N IV
12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
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         1.    What do you see as the significance of Paul speaking of a our becoming a  “living” sacrifice?    Is this

                different from what Paul alludes to in Galatians 2:20?  What does Paul mean in saying this is your

                “reasonable service” (NKJV)?

         2.    What is meant by “the world” in 12:2?    What does the word “transformation” mean?  How is this 
                transformation to take place?  What would be involved in helping this to occur?  What would prevent

                it from occurring?

         3.    What does Paul mention in this text as a critical first step in this transformation (12:3)?  Has Paul dealt
                with  any issue in this epistle in which “some” might have been inclined to think more “highly” of 
                themselves than was appropriate? 
         4.   Paul, in this text, especially relates our transformation in Christ to our interaction with others, 

               especially Christians). What admonition does he give in regard to our functioning within the body 
               (vss. 4-8)?     Are these “gifts” (v. 6)  used in the assembly exclusively?  Who has been given these 
              “gifts”?   What other passages in 1 Corinthians  and 1 Peter express the same sentiment?   How should

               it affect our attitudes to see these things (here and in other passages, cf. Eph. 4) referred to as “gifts”?

               Do we have any of these gifts today?
           5.   Genuine love includes what important aspects in vss. 9-10?    What other critical attitudes and actions

                  are to characterize these  “transformed lives” (11-13)?    How life altering does God intend that

                 dedication to His Son should be?
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