Paul’s Epistle to the Romans
                Lesson 17: 11:22-36
Living, as we do,  in the twenty-first century it may be hard for us to appreciate how strange it would have seemed to Jews in the first century to hear preaching that was supposed to be about  their God,  their hope of the Messiah, and which gave, in many ways,  a different view to their scriptures.  The on-going struggle and prejudice between Jews, (who for 1500 years had seen themselves as the only covenant people of God through Abraham), and the Gentiles, (whose  past had been so filled with idolatry and wickedness), was truly a difficult barrier to work through for both groups, but especially the Jews.  The status of things religiously, after the gospel began to be shared with the Gentiles,  may have well seemed upside down to a majority of the most ardent students of the Law and the Prophets, as we realize was even the case for the apostle Paul, himself, for a period of time.

Although Romans 9-11 may  seem to contain many statements which  are difficult and appear very  vulnerable to misunderstanding,  yet the things taught by Paul in this text are very important in a number of ways in recognizing the contextual setting of much that is said in the New Testament.  We have had occasion in the past to point out that a vital part of the story that helps us to see how God was able to use all things to fulfill His eternal purpose was that Jesus came to His own and they received Him not ( cf. John 1:11-13).  This had been part of the continuous  story-line in the Old Testament, but now those enlightened by the Spirit are able to explain how God could use this blindness on the part of Israel to become a blessing for others.

 It was important for the Gentiles to realize that while they had reason to rejoice in the unfathomable blessings which had befallen them through Israel’s  fall, yet the very worst thing that they could do was  envision that they were now loved by God above others and not vulnerable to their own pride.  God still wanted to show mercy on  all men but the conditions for mercy would be the same for all.  
The text:  NKJV
22 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. 23 And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? 

25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:
"The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob;  27 For this is My covenant with them,

When I take away their sins."   

28 Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their disobedience, 31 even so these also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may obtain mercy. 32 For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all. 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
     How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! 

34 "For who has known the mind of the LORD?   Or who has become His counselor?"   

35'Or who has first given to Him , And it shall be repaid to him?"   

36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
(1)
NIV

22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. 23 And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24 After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree! 

25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. 
26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The deliverer will come from Zion;  he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 

27 And this is my covenant with them  when I take away their sins."   

28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God's mercy to you. 32 For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all. 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable his judgments,  and his paths beyond tracing out! 

34 "Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has been his counselor?"   

35 "Who has ever given to God,  that God should repay him?"   

36 For from him and through him and to him are all things.  To him be the glory forever! Amen. 
1.  Although we are aware of the “proud” spirit so often exhibited by Israel (cf. Romans 2:17f), does Paul seem to indicate that some of the Gentiles could have easily fallen into a similar mindset (11:18f)?  What makes “pride” such a formidable adversary and how  is it able to gain such a foothold  especially among religious people?
2.  What had the “rejection” of Israel accomplished for preaching among the Gentiles (cf. 11:11-12)? What do you take as the meaning of the words “fall” and “fullness” in this context?  How long do you perceive that this “rejection” of Israel would be so pronounced (notice Acts 28:17-29)?  
3. Do you think it is a possibility that the destruction of Jerusalem could have assisted some Jews in foreign cities to reconsider the teaching of the gospel?  What would be the condition upon which some Jews could be “grafted back in”?  (11:23)   Why shouldn’t it be hard to see them as those who had great potential for being “grafted in”?     What was necessary for the Gentiles to continue to benefit from  God’s mercy (11:22)?   To what extent could Paul say that the “root supports you” in 11:18 and is this basically the idea in 15:26-27?
4.  Romans 11:26-32 certainly contain some of the thoughts which have been much abused by those who feel that the “kingdom” promises made to Israel are yet to be realized.   What arguments would you make in trying to refute the conclusions they have wanted to draw from this section? (Consider for example the proportion of the Gentiles who obtained mercy (11:30-32)?    Is it a literal fact that all Gentile converts were equally indebted to the rejection of the gospel by the Jews?   How do you see Paul’s rejoicing in 11:33-36 related to the book’s contents to this point and  especially to this specific area of discussion?
