Paul’s Epistle to the Romans
                Lesson 16: 11:1—21
We have seen in Romans 9 and 10 that the failure of Israel, as a whole, to obtain righteousness was due to their failure to believe in Jesus and, conversely, the reason why that many Gentiles were now able to rejoice in their new identity as “sons of God”  was because of their faith in Christ.
Sadly the message of chapters 9-11 has proven difficult for some who have become obsessed with eschatology (the doctrine of last things) and the  mistaken assertion of premillenialists  that all of the promises of God to Abraham have not yet been  fulfilled.   But Paul’s words in this section are quite consistent with his thesis to this point:   1) salvation is based on “faith”, and not on physical lineage nor works of the law, and 2) “there is no partiality with God” (cf. Romans 3:21-31; 2:11).  
Paul had already identified in this epistle the basis upon which God identified His people. “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God” (2:28-29). Such thoughts remind us of the apostle’s description of the true sons of Abraham in Galatians 3:7 and 3:26-29.  Even the Jews could understand the point that “For they are not all Israel who are of Israel” (cf. Romans 9:6-7).
God had shown His great love for all of mankind in sending forth messengers with the truth so that men could learn the “gospel” and believe (10:6-15), and surely everyone could see that He had  given Israel ample  opportunities to consider His efforts to save them (10:16f). 
While the demise of Israel as a nation was regrettable and would naturally pain anyone who feels a love for others (cf. 9:1-3; 10:1), yet God had anticipated this failure (9:27-33),  and, it was a false notion to believe that God had cast away all of the descendents of Abraham (11:1-5), or that there was not yet hope for men whose heart would still be tender to the truth (11:11f).   Paul will describe how that God had been able to use the rejection of the nation of Israel to advance the preaching of the truth to the Gentiles and how that He could still  use the conversion of Gentiles to stir some in Israel to a consideration of the truth.
It will be important to remember as we get into the later part of chapter 11 that one does not attempt to “read in” any message which is inconsistent with God’s impartiality and man’s free choice.
The text: NKJV
1 I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not!  For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, 3 "LORD, they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life"?   4 But what does the divine response say to him? "I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal."   5 Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 6 And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work. 
(1)
7 What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 8 Just as it is written: "God has given them a spirit of stupor, eyes that they should not see and ears that they should not hear, to this very day."   
9 And David says:   " Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a recompense to them.  10 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see,  and bow down their back always."   

11 I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. 12 Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness! 

13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them. 15 For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 

16 For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. 17 And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, 18 do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you. 
19 You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in." 20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either.
NIV
11:1 I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don't you know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah — how he appealed to God against Israel: 3 "Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only one left, and they are trying to kill me"? 4 And what was God's answer to him? "I have reserved for myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal."   5 So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. 6 And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.   

7 What then? What Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect did. The others were hardened, 8 as it is written: 

"God gave them a spirit of stupor,  eyes so that they could not see and ears so that they could not hear,  to this very day."   9 And David says:  "May their table become a snare and a trap,  a stumbling block and a retribution for them. 10 May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see, and their backs be bent forever."   

11 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. 12 But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring! 

13 I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 16 If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches. 

17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18 do not boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in." 20 Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either. 

1. When one reads of the success which the apostles enjoyed in their initial preaching to the Jews, in the first part of the book of Acts, would one have been quick to conclude that God had “cast off Israel?”     Was there any success among Jews that Paul enjoyed on his preaching journies?

(2)

2. Why does Paul use the example of Elijah’s words in addressing the conclusions which some may have been too quick to reach?   Are there any lessons for us today in attempting to evaluate circumstances among erring brethren?
3. What must one understand in comparing “grace” and “works” in consideration of Paul’s point in verses 5-6?   How does this fit with James’ words in 2:14-26?   What might you assume is the theological background for groups who refuse to see man needing to meet any “conditions” in the process of obtaining salvation?

4. Do you see any difference in God giving Israel “…a spirit of stupor, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear…” (11:8)  and His hardening of Pharaoh’s heart (9:17f)?  Can you see how that some men may have arrived at their doctrines of predestination who failed to “rightly divide” the word of God?
5. What do you envision that Paul means by “fall beyond recovery” in 11:11 (NIV)?   Had Paul himself “stumbled” for a period of time before coming to the truth?   How was it that he was not “beyond
recovery?     Would this be basically the same condition for others?

6. In contrast to a “fall” what would you suppose is implied by their “fullness” (11:12)?  How could a willingness on the part of Jews to reconsider the truth be seen as something that would be beneficial to Gentiles?  Do you think that one can fairly say that Paul is clearly implying  that a massive change of heart was going to take place among  the Jews (consider Paul’s language—“reconciliation of the world” and texts like Matthew 7:13-14)?
7. What lesson was there for the Gentiles in Paul’s words (11:16-21)?  What obvious lesson is there for men today in such language?
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