Paul’s Epistle to the Romans
                Lesson 15: 10:1—21
We have previously pointed out that Romans 9-11 seem to form a unique section of this epistle and deals with the perplexing questions of:  -- Why had fleshly  Israel  failed to continue to enjoy God’s favor?   and,  -- How could the idolatrous Gentiles, who had never sought God’s fellowship, now find themselves ardently pursued in the preaching of the Messiah?  
One important premise is well established in chapter nine.  

       --Nothing had occurred in the playing out of God’s scheme which was inconsistent with

          what the Scriptures had foretold.  

1. God never intended that physical lineage was all that was involved in God’s choices
                       for having a people in keeping  His promises to Abraham (cf. 9:6-13).

2. God had the right as Sovereign Ruler to make whatever choices He wanted to make in

                        fulfilling His plans (9:14-23).  These verses can be easily misunderstood with some students

                        thinking God predetermined moral character  rather than seeing it as a reference to

                        His use of individuals and nations in fulfilling His plans.

3. The prophets had clearly foretold two facts which physical Israel had forgotten. First,  God

                        had plans to call others who had not previously been His people  (9:25-26), and, second,  the 
                        scriptures had foretold that it was only going to be  a small  portion of the nation of Israel that 
                        would   succeed in obtaining the “righteousness of God” (9:27-29).

Chapter nine closes with Paul describing how it was that Israel had failed to attain “righteousness” (9:30-33). They had failed to “believe”, and, instead, had “stumbled” at the one God had chosen to bring redemption.
In chapter 10, Paul expresses (again)  his deep agony in behalf of his brethren and follows up with his focus on the need for men to “believe” in their heart and “call upon the name of the Lord.”   God had fully provided for the declaration of the message of salvation—revealing the message and sending faithful men to declare its truth.  Yet, despite God’s faithfulness that the message should be carried to the ends of the earth, hearts that should have been most receptive , instead,  stubbornly resisted the truth—while, others, once estranged from God, were anxious to hear and embrace the wonderful news.  The closing verses of the chapter will prove an important lead-in to  chapter 11 and Paul’s conclusion to this segment of his letter.
The text:   Romans 10:1-21  NKJV
1Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, "The man who does those things shall live by them."   6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 7 or, "'Who will descend into the abyss?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be 
(1)
put to shame."   12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."   

14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? 
As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace,  Who bring glad tidings of good things!"   

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "LORD, who has believed our report?"   17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

18 But I say, have they not heard?   Yes indeed: "Their sound has gone out to all the earth, And their words to the ends of the world."   

19 But I say, did Israel not know? First Moses says: "I will provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation,

I will move you to anger by a foolish nation."   

20 But Isaiah is very bold and says:  “I was found by those who did not seek Me; I was made manifest to those who did not ask for Me."   

21 But to Israel he says: "All day long I have stretched out My hands  to a disobedient and contrary people."   
NIV

10:1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge.   3 Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 

5 Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: "The man who does these things will live by them."   6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 "or 'Who will descend into the deep?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11 As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame."   12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile — the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."   

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"   

16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our message?"   17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. 18 But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did:   "Their voice has gone out into all the earth,  their words to the ends of the world."   

19 Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says,  "I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; 

I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding."   

20 And Isaiah boldly says,   "I was found by those who did not seek me;  I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me."   

21 But concerning Israel he says,   "All day long I have held out my hands  to a disobedient and obstinate people."  
1. Can you recall instances in the gospels where you notice a religious fervor exhibited by the Jews? Why is such a zeal often confused with genuine dedication?   Is  true zeal necessary  in serving God?
2.  What fundamental flaw does one see in the religious efforts of the Jews?  Could members of the church become guilty of this same mindset?  
3. What do you think was the apostle’s primary point in 10:6-8?   Why should it not be necessary for Jesus to return again and again for each generation to witness?
4. Why would the “word” need to be in one’s “mouth” as well as in their “heart” (10:9-10)?    
5. What do you think is meant by the idea of “calling on the name of the Lord”?    In order for one to call on the name of the Lord, what things need to first take place?
6. What is the important of the gospel message in God’s plan (10:14-17)?   Is this connected to Paul’s words in 1:16-17?
7. Could the Jews claim that the message had not been adequately preached?   What had been the Lord’s pan for the preaching of the apostles in Acts 1; Matthew 28 and Mark 16?
8. Who seemed to always first be approached in Paul’s preaching, even though he had been given a special commission?   Do you think it was likely that any event changed this approach by the apostles and faithful preachers?      (what event might that have been?)
